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of the best advantages of being UNI
alumni is that we have so much to
be proud of, from the UNI Concert Chorale's recent
appearance at Carnegie Hall to a myriad of athletic
accorn plishrnents.
But a noteworthy area you might not have
considered is the UNI community's emphasis on
sustainability. Our university boasts a long history of
recycling (20+ years) before it was trendy.
Sustainability makes
environmental and
economic sense, especially
in this budget-tightening
environment. Even little
changes add up to a lot of
savings when magnified on a
college campus. This issue of
UNI Today features some of
the innovative ideas that students, faculty and staff
are corning up with-the renovation of Sabin Hall,
the new wind-solar hybrid power station, recycling in
dining and residence services, the sustainable design
class projects from interior design and more. These
help set the stage for a stronger, more sustainable
UNI 10 and 20 years down the road.
It all goes to show that the Purple and Gold can be
green, too!
Purple for Life,
Sandy Stevens '62
Chairman
UNI Alumni Association Board

Photography: Sam Castro,

Randy Darst, Molly Wade
Other contributors: Pat

Beck, Liz Conklin, Christy
Danielsen, Gowri Betrabet
Gulwadi, Colin McDonough,
Amy Mohr, Kara Moran, Sue
Schuerman
University of Northern
Iowa Today is published
during the fall, winter and
spring by the UNI Alumni
Association and the Office of
University Relations.
UNI Today is distributed
to members of the Alumni
Association and select
benefactors of the University
of Northern Iowa.
Send address changes and
Class Notes submissions to
info@unialum.org, www.
unialum.org or by mail
to University of Northern
Iowa Today, UNI Alumni
Association, 1012 W. 23rd
Street, Cedar Falls, Iowa
50614-0284.
Suggestions and
contributions for articles are
welcome. E-mail
unitoday@uni.edu or call
319-273-2355.
The University of Northern
Iowa is a member of
CASE, the Council for the
Advancement and Support
of Education. UNI is an
equal opportunity educator
and employer with a
comprehensive plan for
affirmative action.
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UNI is one of only nine schools in
the U.S. and Canada to achieve a
gold STARS rating ,.

U

NI earned a gold rating from the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment and
Rating System (STARS) developed and administered by the Association for
the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE).
A charter participant in the program, UNI's score of 66.63 puts it in the Gold
category, the highest level any school has achieved to date on the STARS ranking
system.
Launched in 2006, AASHE is a group of 1,000+ colleges and universities across
the U.S. and Canada that is working to create a sustainable future.
A main objective of the association was to create a national self-assessment
tool for campuses to benchmark and track their sustainability progress over time.
This allowed schools to compare their success with other institutions, all based on a
common set of measurements. The STARS system went public in 2010 and currently
includes 250 campuses.
Institutions are rated in four categories: Education and Research; Operations;
Planning, Administration and Engagement; and Innovation. The total possible score
is 104. Ratings begin at Bronze with 25 points, Silver with 45 points, Gold with 65
points and Platinum with 85 points.
UNI is the only Regents institution registered and holds the highest rating for
any school in Iowa. It took almost a year to compile the required data and reports for
the application.
Of the 250 schools using the tool, only nine have achieved Gold status. None
have reached Platinum.
"UNI is relatively small and unknown compared to the others with Gold ratings,"
said Eric O'Brien, sustainability coordinator at UNI. "In fact, within the Education
and Research category, we have the second highest score of any institut ion in the
country.
"With STARS, we aren't just talking about how good we're doing," O'Brien said.
"We're putting numbers behind it so people can see for themselves the impact of
sustainability." • UNI

www.stars.aashe.org
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Multimodal Transportation Center features
easier campus access, solar panels
-I
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fficially opened in 2010, UNI's new Multimodal Transportation Center, or
MMTC, is a collaboration among UNI, the cities of Cedar Falls and Waterloo
and the Metropolitan Transit Authority. The building is designed to provide
students, faculty, staff and visitors easier access to campus and the surrounding
communities.
The center features 587 parking spaces, an elevator, vending machines, a
waiting area and restrooms in the pavilion, as well as 10 lockers for bicycles.
The construction of the MMTC supports UNI's ongoing commitment to
sustainable practices by reducing vehicular traffic around campus. The solar panels
installed above the facility's top deck ensure that maximum amounts of electricity
can be generated through all four seasons. The energy produced, working in
conjunction with the building's geothermal heating system, supplies nearly all of
the energy needs for the
building, making it a netzero building and one of
Iowa's first.
One of the final
construction projects was
the installation of "City
Mouse," a 2,500-pound
stainless steel sculpture
designed and constructed
by Chicago native Andrew
Arvanetes. The sculpture
was created at UNI in
2002 while Arvanetes was
an artist in residence.
Since that time, "City
Mouse" has been included in numerous
exhibitions, including venues in Chicago,
Florida, Texas, Iowa and Colorado.
The installation of the sculpture is part of
the Iowa Art in State Buildings Program, which
ensures that fine arts projects are included in
state building construction projects. UNI

Then
Sabin Hall, originally named the Training
School, was the precursor facility to the
Malcolm Price Laboratory School. Completed
in 1914 at a cost of $150,000, the Training
School was forward-thinking in design and a
vision of educational facilities for the state, an
"educational palace." The design incorporated
space for manual training, domestic science,
physical training, and student-teacher
demonstration and observation. It housed an
auditorium for 400 people, a 3,000-volume
library and motion picture equipment.
Major renovations in Sabin Hall took place in the late 1940s and early 1950s,
with mechanical systems replacements occurring in the late 1960s that required the
infilling of all but the top level of the light court at the center of the building .
Now

The current interior renovation locates classrooms on lower levels and office
spaces on upper levels, housing the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences offices,
including political science, social work and the women's & gender studies and public
policy programs. A new penthouse contains mechanical equipment. Architectural
finishes were restored. Glazed corridor wall openings and a skylight-covered atrium at
the center of the building maximize daylight to the interior.
The $11.8 million renovation replaces the mechanical, electrical and
communications infrastructure, improves building circulation and addresses building
code and accessibility issues while embracing principles of sustainable design and
construction.
The former light court at the center of the building was rediscovered by
analyzing the original construction drawings and viewing the remaining non-infilled
remnant on the third level. Early in the design process, in keeping with energy
conservation and sustainability objectives, daylight was defined as a key design
parameter. The light court was reconstructed as a covered atrium to reintroduce
8
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core. The atrium became the central feature of
the building and provides a sense of place for
occupants and visitors.
An accent wall was constructed with
contrasting areas of light and shadow,
layering an organic plywood-bamboo wall
finish over the smooth wall, and using warm
paint colors to create imagery of a canyon in
the atrium.

The certification process
The university is committed to making
new buildings and large remodeling projects
Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED™) certified by the U.S. Green
Building Council (USGBC). This third-party
verification standard ensures that new
construction and major renovation projects
are designed and constructed to be energy
and resource efficient.
The newly renovated Sabin Hall is the first
LEED™ certified facility on the UNI campus.
It showcases the university's commitment to
innovation in teaching practice as well as a
continued interest in resource stewardship
and sustainability. Furniture and equipment
are included in the certification process.
The UNI Facilities Services staff is nearing
the final stages of a technically rigorous and
integrated process to submit templates for
by backup documentation.
accompanied
each prerequisite and credit sought,
One highlight of the renovation process is that more than 90 percent of
construction waste has been diverted from landfills as a result of the initiatives by
Larson Construction and UNI to recycle and repurpose materials removed from Sabin
Hall. This exceeds the initial goal to divert 75 percent of the construction waste.

UNI
5'~2011
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DOR puts innovation to work
with green business practices
Through a commitment to sustainability,
the Department of Residence is reducing
both costs and its carbon footprint

F

or the Department of Residence (DOR), conserving resources
is more than a fashionable trend. It lies at the heart of its
values -a core DOR value, in fact, that describes "diligent
stewardship of resources, charac,terized by close attention to
sustainability, scrutiny of revenues and expenses, and utilizing
human resources."
The department's efforts are varied, innovative and often
inspired by students. Brent Ascher, director of residence facilities,
said, "We've worked right along with the students to change our
habits and promote sustainability throughout the residence system."
A partial listing of sustainable DOR initiatives currently
includes:

• Going tray-free in the dining halls. This step
has had a dramatic impact on reducing food
waste, according to Carol Fletcher, assistant
director of dining. "We've not only eliminated
the cost of washing 4,800 trays per day, but
the food waste from leftovers on the tray has
been reduced by 200 pounds per day," she said.

• Launching Panther
Pick-Up. A collection
campaign for usable items
that students no longer
need, this event focuses
on spring semester moveo t weeks and donates the items to local charities.
• Offering full-service recycling. In addition to the paper, metal
an lass recycling offered in the residence halls, the dining
ce ters also recycle cardboard, glass, plastics, newspapers, tin and
gre e from the fryers .

10
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• Replacing windows throughout
the halls. Since the late 1990s,
more than 2,500 windows have
been replaced. Reflective film has
been added to the largest window
surfaces to assist with heating and
cooling .
• Installing direct digital control
systems in dining centers. This
allows energy-management systems
to automatically adjust heating and
cooling on a regular cycle.
• Changing to water-saving fixtures
in restrooms. Water-conserving
shower heads, toilets and urinals all
contribute to savings.
• Switching to Energy Star washing
machines. This step allows the
residence system to save more than
1 million gallons of water each year.
• Buying fresh and local. A
statewide leader in this grassroots
effort for 14 years, UNI purchases
15 percent of its fresh produce,
meats and dairy products from

Sustainabilitr and interior
design at lJNI

by Gowri Betrabet Gulwadi, associate
professor of interior design

T

he field of design is at the
forefront of sustainable
thinking; interior and
architectural design organizations
have embraced the green approach.
Interior designers are design
professionals who work in teams
with other professionals (architects,
engineers, contractors) to create
safe, functional and sustainable
spaces for living , working, playing
and healing. In recognition of
the knowledge, responsibility
and liability of designers,

Interior design seniors present their sustainable
studio projects to classmates.

a professional qualification
examination administered by the
National Council for Interior Design
Qualification (NCIDQ) has been
adopted by many states in the
U.S. , including Iowa. Responding
to these developments in the
profession, the interior design (ID)
program at UNI has infused the
curriculum with sustainable design
and social responsibility modules.
We encourage our faculty and
students to pursue Leadership in
12

Energy and Environmental Design
(LEED"' )professional credentials-a
desired quality in the field. We
also continue to emphasize that
knowledge of codes and business
concepts are essential to inclusive
design.

"

Sustainability
Sustainable design is infused
in the curriculum and encompasses
"cradle-to-cradle" or "systemic"
thinking, that is, students are asked
to base their design decisions on
knowledge of renewable materials,
life-cycle assessment costs, and
energy and materials management.
UNI's liberal arts education greatly
helps students contextualize the
systemic nature of such design
decisions and develop a strong
sense of social responsibility. At
all instructional levels, the ID
program curriculum addresses the
triple bottom line of environmental
impact, economic growth and, most
importantly, the health and welfare
of those for whom we design. In
class projects, there are multiple
hands-on and reflective activities
that students engage in using
sustainable concepts and materials.
Beginners in the program are
introdi;.ced to sustainable concepts
through assignments involving
materials exploration (collecting
fabric, carpet and finish samples,
subjecting the materials to rubbing,
burning, fading, etc. to investigate
what happens to the material if it
does not hold up to wear). Others
design a sustainable birdhouse for
a feathered client after researching
University of Northern Iowa % ~

Co lege of Social and
Behavioral Sciences
both the client's needs as
well as material properties
(recyclability, durability,
environmental impact, etc.)
More advanced students
build furniture pieces and
light fixtures, employing
sustainable practices such as
reuse and functional impact.
They also maintain
reflective journals to
record their understanding
of sustainable concepts,
assemble interiors using
sustainable principles such
as flexibility and work with
LEED"' checklists to assess the
greenness of their designs.
Recently students designed
an office furniture showroom
and a sustainable hotel as
a competition project using
sustainable materials, LEED"'
categories and checklists.
These experiences provide
students with real-world
exposure to the types of
tasks and responsibilities
they will encounter in the
workplace. Students have also
participated in the activities
of I-RENEW, and in ecocharettes (a team meeting
where all participants in a
building project set goals and
strategies for efficient use of
energy and resources) for the
newly renovated Sabin Hall.
Our active student
organization, Student Interior
Designers of Northern Iowa
(SIDNI) , participates in
Earth Day events with great
initiative and enthusiasm.
Finally, we are pleased to
have alumni who are LEED"'
design professionals working
in design firms and outreach
organizations around the
nation. • UNI
5p ~ 2011

UNI's College of Social
and Behavioral Sciences
(CSBS) promotes an
understanding of how
individuals, societies
and cultures contribute
to human development.
Faculty and students
focus on studying real
world problems, with
programs that address
the structure and needs
of families; the role
of gender and race in
societies; globalization;
and the history,
geography and politics
of every region in the
world.
Departments include
geography, history,
military science, political
science, psychology,
social work, and
sociology, anthropology
and criminology, as well
as the School of Applied
Human Sciences.
Within the college, the
School of Applied Human
Sciences offers:
• Interior design
• Textiles & apparel
• Gerontology
• Family studies
• Counseling
As of fall 2010, the
College of Social and
Behavioral Sciences:
• has 2006 students
enrolled
• offers 24 majors
• has 114 full-time
faculty
• offers the largest
number of study
abroad programs on
campus
• teaches the most
courses in UNI's Liberal
Arts Core

Notable CSBS alumni
include the following:

Senator Charles
Grassley
'55 B.A. Political Science
'56 M.A. Social Science
Education
U.S. Senator since 1981
Lynn Cutler
'63 B.A. History, '67 M.A.
Education
Senior policy adviser
at the law firm of
Holland & Knight in
Chicago. A former
senior staff member
to President Clinton
on Intergovernmental
Affairs.
Jessie Nicholson
'7 4 B.A. Sociology, '75
M.A. Spanish
Executive director of
Southern Minnesota
Regional Legal
Service. The first
African-American
woman to head a legal
aid organization in the
upper Midwest.
John Dinger
'7 4 B.A. Political Science
Principal Deputy
Assistant Secretary,
Bureau of Intelligence
and ResearchDepartment of
State. Former
Ambassador to Mongolia.
Nancy Powell
'70 B.A. History
Director General of the
U.S. Foreign Service.
Former Ambassador to
Pakistan, Nepal, Ghana,
Uganda.
Watch future issues for
more spotlight articles
from each of UNl's
colleges.
13

UNI goes green with installation of
wind-solar hybrid power station

A

12-kilowatt wind-solar hybrid power station was recently
completed at the University of Northern Iowa. Built next to the
Industrial Technology Center, south of University Avenue, the
station brings together two sustainable sources of energy that will
reduce carbon emissions and provide a renewable energy teaching
and research facility.
The power station was funded in part by a grant from the
Iowa Alliance for Wind Innovation and Novel Development
(IAWIND), a partnership of state and local governments,
educational institutions and the private sector that
coordinates research and education in the rapidly
expanding wind energy industry. Other
funding came from Waverly Light and
Power and in-kind contributions.
"Iowa is a wonderful state for
wind-solar hybrid projects," explained Reg Pecen, professor
of industrial technology, who designed and built the
power station with Hong "Jeff" Nie, assistant professor in
the department. "This is because its rich 'wind crop' from
November through March and its 'sunshine crop' from April
through September complement one another for zeroemission electricity generation."
The electricity generated by the hybrid power station
is being used as a renewable energy input for a smart-gridbased greenhouse educational demonstration project to aid
in teaching and research on smart-grid and energy-efficiency
issues. Pecen used the system in a new wind energy class
he taught in the fall 2010 semester, and he plans to offer
workshops for Cedar Valley area science, technology,
engineering, mathematics (STEM) teachers and local farmers
who are interested in establishing small-scale wind-solar power systems. "We would like to prove that wind-solar
hybrid power systems work well for helping Iowa's very
valuable energy independence efforts," said Pecen.
Rich Judas, president of local wind energy company
Wind Rich Inc., and Chad Hoyt, president of Chad's Electric
Inc., worked with Pecen and Nie for the wind tower
foundation construction, installation, required state
permit and electrical grid connections. Approximately
18,835 kilowatt-hours of wind power and 3,325 kilowatthours of solar-power-based electrical energy are being
harnessed from the system, keeping approximately 31,025
pounds of CO 2 emissions out of the air each year by using
renewable energy sources instead of coal-fired sources.
For more information regarding the power station,
contact Reg Pecen, professor of industrial technology, at
319-273-2598 or r.pecen@uni.edu. UNI
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Four generations of purple pride

O

ne week after little Brooks Christopher Brelsford arrived in
the world, his future as a Panther was already established.
"I put money in his college fund as soon as he was born,"
admits proud grandma and third-generation UNI alumna
Kathy Green. "But it's only for UNI!"
This legacy family began with Gladys Schneider Potter,
who graduated from Iowa State Teachers College in 1918 with
her teaching degree. While attending school, she received
many love letters (now a treasured family collection) from
her beau, whom she would eventually marry after
teaching in a one-room schoolhouse.
Her daughter, Ruth Potter Cram, graduated
in 1946 with her B.A. in physical education and
English. Also a teacher like her mother, Ruth lived in
Humboldt and was a lifelong proponent of UNI. "She
loved this place," said Kathy. "Attending her 60th
reunion was a definite highlight for her."
When daughter Kathy Cram Green was ready to
go to college, there wasn't much discussion needed.
"I was going to be a teacher," she said, "so it was just
UNI on my list. It's the place to go to be a
teacher!"
Kathy earned her B.A. in physical
education in 1972, and her M.A. in health
education in 1989. Now UNI's director of
University Health Services, Kathy lives in
Cedar Falls and is married to Reg Green,
who recently retired from UNI's Academic
Learning Center.
Her daughters, Lindsey and Abby
Gulick, proudly carried on the UNI tradition.
Abby got her B.A. in biology in 2000
Abby Gu/ik, Kathy Cram Green, and works for the U.S. Forest Service in Colorado. Lindsey
Lindsey and Brooks Brelsford
received her B.A. in health promotion in 2003, and now lives
in Waukee with husband Brodie Brelsford, B.A. '02 , and new son Brooks. She is a
health coach with Principal.
"I chose UNI because it was somewhat expected that I go there," said Abby. "I
quickly came to appreciate it; it's such a beautiful campus and has great people and
programs to get involved with."
All five women enjoyed residence hall life- Gladys lived in Bartlett, Ruth lived
in Lawther, Kathy and Abby lived in Hagemann and Lindsey lived in Shull-as well
as the lifelong connections they made on campus.
"It was neat to hear my grandma talk about her memories of school," said Abby.
"We would all go to musical and sporting events on campus together, which was
always fun as well." UNI

Are you a legacy family? We want to hear from you! E-mail unitoday@ uni.edu
with your family story.
5p ~2011
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Serving IowAs Sustainability Needs
UNi

has made recent strides in
sustainability efforts on
campus, many of which are highlighted
in this issue. What you may not know is
that UNI has been working to create a
more sustainable future for our state for
more than 20 years through its outreach
services. Using a mix of research,
education and hands-on assistance,
many of UNI's Business and Community
Services programs address the unique
environmental and sustainability needs
of individuals, businesses, schools and
communities across Iowa.

Center for Energy &
Environmental Education
www.ceee.uni.edu
The Center for Energy and Environmental
Education (CEEE) offers technical
assistance and educational programs on
energy conservation, renewable energy,
local food systems and sustainability.
The CEEE strives to empower Iowans with
the knowledge, experiences, tools and
inspiration needed to create a sustainable
future for our communities. Since 1998,
energy and environmental education
programs in 72 counties have reached
more than 110,000 K-12 students and
5,780 K-12 teachers.

16

Sustainable Tourism &
Environment Program

National Ag-Based Lubricants
Center

www.iwrc.org
_,.
The Iowa Waste Reduction Center (IWRC)
helps Iowa small businesses comply
with environmental regulations by
providing a free and confidential onsite review program. Through the Iowa
Waste Exchange, the IWRC partners
with organizations across the state to
offer ways for businesses to redirect
waste from disposal facilities and for
the material to be recycled and reused
by another business or organization.
The center also conducts research and
develops technologies for more efficient
and environmentally-friendly production
painting processes. Since 1988, the IWRC
has provided more than 5,000 on-site
reviews to Iowa small businesses.

www.uni.edu/nabl
The National Ag-Based Lubricant
Center (NABL) provides expert testing
services for biobased lubricants, greases
and biofuels. NABL is recognized
internationally as a technical service
organization offering closed-loop
expertise in biobased lubricants. To date,
NABL has developed more than 40 soy
lubricants, greases and metalworking
fluids.

Materials Innovation Service
www.uni.edu/rrttc/mis
The Material Innovation Service (MIS)
provides low-cost, reliable consulting
services for small- to medium-sized Iowa
manufacturing companies with regard
to product development and materials
innovation. M'IS works to link University
of Northern Iowa resources with Iowa
manufacturing companies to increase the
use of recycled materials and reduce the
amount of waste generated within these
companies' manufacturing processes. In
the past year, MIS provided technical
assistance to 160 clients.

University of Northern Iowa %~

Recycling and Reuse
Technology Transfer Center

I
J

www.rrttc.com
The Recycling and Reuse Technology
Transfer Center (RRTTC) is an
interdisciplinary research, education
and outreach center working to solve
solid waste problems and providing
research and assistance on concerns
related to solid waste. The RRTTC works
toward environmental sustainability by
collaborating with businesses, citizens,
researchers and students. In 2010, RRTTC
services were provided to more than 29,000
individuals.
5p~2011

www.uni.edu/step
The Sustainable Tourism & Environment
Program (STEP) assists government
agencies, non-governmental
organizations and special interest groups
with their tourism development efforts.
STEP promotes tourism planning and
policy in Iowa, which supports beneficial
social, cultural and environmental
relationships in the tourism development
process. It also facilitates the use of
sustainable practices within the existing
tourism industry.

Tallgrass Prairie Center
www.tallgrassprairiecenter.org
The Tallgrass Prairie Center researches
and develops techniques, education
and source-identified seed for the
restoration and preservation of native
prairie vegetation. Programs of the
Tallgrass Prairie Center include the
Prairie Institute, the Integrated Roadside
Vegetation Management Program and the
Iowa Ecotype Project. To date, more than
17,000 acres of roadside right-of-way
have been restored to native vegetation
as a result of the center's services. UNI
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Panther women capture MVC crown; advance to 2nd strai

T

he University of Northern Iowa
women's basketball team followed its
first-ever trip to the NCAA Tournament in
2010 with another history-making season
in 2010-11.
Led by Missouri Valley Conference
Coach of the Year Tanya Warren in her
fourth season with the Panthers, UNI
rattled off 16 straight MVC wins to go
17-1 in league play and earn the school's
first ever MVC regular-season title. The
Panthers won the league by five games,
and its 17 MVC wins were the most by
any Valley team since 1998. In

St. Charles, Mo., UNI extended its
winning streak to 19, topping No.
8 Bradley, No. 5 Wichita State and
No. 3 Missouri State to win the MVC
Tournament and earn its second straight
bid to the NCAA Tournament.
The Panthers didn't just beat their
MVC opponents; they dominated them.
UNI's 69-41 win over Missouri State was
the largest margin of victory in an MVC
Tournament final. UNI outscored MVC
opponents by an average of 20 points per
game during the conference season and
tournament, and the Panthers posted
four conference wins of 30 or more
points.
With a school record of 27 wins,
UNI earned a 13 seed in the NCAA
Tournament and faced No. 4 Michigan
State in Wichita, Kan., in the first round.
The Panthers rallied from a 14-point
second-half deficit to pull within two,
but they could never quite close the gap
in a 69-66 loss to the Spartans.
The record-breaking season not only
~

Ahrabi-Fard first UNI inductee into

F

ormer University of Northern
Iowa women's volleyball coach
Iradge Ahrabi-Fard was among six
inductees who joined the Missouri
Valley Conference Hall of Fame in
March. Ahrabi-Fard becomes the first
UNI member of the MVC Hall of Fame.
Basketball standout Joe Allen
of Bradley, soccer legend Johnny
Torres of Creighton, NFL Hall of Farner
Steve Largent of Tulsa, gymnastics
icon Kurt Thomas of Indiana State,
collegiate football pioneer Linwood
Sexton of Wichita State and volleyball
coaching legend Iradge Ahrabi-Fard of
UNI comprised the 14th MVC Hall of Fame
class.

Iradge Ahrabi-Fard
Regarded as one of the greatest
volleyball coaches in NCAA history,
18

Ahrabi-Fard is
considered an
innovator on
the collegiate,
national and
international
levels.
A native of
Iran, he served
as UNI women's
volleyball head
coach for 19
seasons, posting a 503-142-4 record and
recording at least 20 victories in 17 of
his campaigns. He helped the Panther
program make a highly successful
transition from NCAA Division II
competition to Division I.
A member of the inaugural Hall of
Fame class for the American Volleyball
Coaches Association (AVCA) in 2003,
University of Northern Iowa 'lodafj-

added another banner to the McLeod
Center, it also filled the Panthers' trophy
case. In addition to bringing home the
MVC regular-season and tournament
trophies, junior Jacqui Kalin was named
the Jackie Stiles MVC Player of the Year,
the first in UNI history. She was joined
on the All-MVC first team by senior
center Lizzie Boeck, and senior Erin
Brocka was named to the all-defensive
team. Kalin was tabbed the MVC
Tournament Most Outstanding Player, and
Boeck and junior guard K.K. Armstrong
were named to the all-tournament team.
These student-athletes also excelled
in the classroom. Kalin was named the
MVC's Scholar-Athlete
of the Year, along
with taking home
Academic All-District
and second-team
Academic All-America
honors. Boeck was a
first-team academic
all-conference pick,

and she was named to the Academic
All-District second team. Brocka was
an academic all-conference honorable
mention.

VC Hall of Fame
Ahrabi-Fard saw his teams collect
10 conference championships, eight
league tournament titles, eight NCAA
Tournament berths and three National
Invitation Tournament appearances,
including a trip to the 1993 NIVC Final
Four.
The author of league tourney titles
in 1986, 1987, 1991, 1994, 1995, 1998,
1999 and 2000, he was named the 1999
AVCA National Coach of the Year, after
guiding UNI to a 30-1 record, a No. 15
national ranking and a trip to the Sweet
Sixteen of the NCAA Tournament.
Also in 1999, he accepted the
inaugural AVCA Excellence in Education
award for outstanding, ongoing
education contributions to the volleyball
community over a number of years, was
voted District Coach of the Year for the
second time in his career and league

Coach of the Year for the sixth time.
Ahrabi-Fard served as an elementary
school teacher in Iran before earning his
B.A. in 1965 and M.A. in 1966 in physical
education from UNI.
Ahrabi-Fard has been a professor in
the School of Health, Physical Education
and Leisure Services since 1981, and
served UNI in numerous capacities. He
has authored and co-authored articles,
videos, grants and books; presented at
state, regional, national and international
meetings and served as speaker/clinician
for innumerable state, national and
international volleyball camps and clinics.
In addition to his sports recognition,
Ahrabi-Fard is the recipient of the 2001
UNI College of Education Excellence in
Teaching Award and the 2005 Board of
Regents Faculty Excellence Award.
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UNI MBA reaches 10-year milestone
in Hong Kong

I

n 2011, the
University of
Northern Iowa
marks a decade
of providing
professional
management
education
to business
leaders in the
high rises of
one of the
world's leading
international
business
centers. The UNI College of Business
UNIBusiness is accredited by
Administration's Hong Kong M.B.A. program
AACSB International and has
began as an innovative way for faculty to gain
been named a "Best Business
international exposure and, over the last 10
School" by the Princeton Review
years, has grown into a premier educational
the last five years.
program in its own right.
"Hong Kong is a modern, international,
A UNI graduation ceremony is
English-speaking business hub in a Chinese
held in Hong Kong every two
society. Its authentic culture, mixed with a
years.
strong, modern infrastructure, doesn't exist
anywhere else in the world," said UNIBusiness
For more information about the
Dean Farzad Moussavi."Strategically, we knew
Hong Kong M.B.A. program, visit
we wanted an international presence and
www.mba.uni.edu.hk.
opportunity for our faculty. Hong Kong just
made sense."
Working with-·Hopkins Training & Education
Group, UNIBusiness established the Hong Kong M.B.A. in 2001 as a self-sufficient
program. It uses no taxpayer dollars and offers a curriculum identical to the M.B.A.
program on the UNI campus. Additionally, Cedar Falls-based M.B.A. students can
fulfill credits in Hong Kong if their schedules allow.
When establishing the Hong Kong M.B.A. , it was important to administrators to
maintain the program's high standards and follow the same curriculum as the oncampus program.
"We didn't want to be a degree mill in Hong Kong,"' said Leslie Wilson,
UNIBusiness associate dean and M.B.A. program director. "We wanted to maintain a
high-quality program, even in this competitive market that pushes toward degreemill operations."
Now, with a 10-year track record of delivering a quality professional education,
international experience for more than 30 UNI faculty and almost 200 graduates,
Wilson says she can confidently report, "we've met both our academic and economic
objectives and have made a name for ourselves in a highly competitive market."
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'Kids in the Kitchen' program
teaches students healthy
nutrition

C

hildhood obesity is a growing problem in America, and conquering it is a top
priority for first lady Michelle Obama. The University of Northern Iowa's Malcolm
Price Laboratory School (MPLS) is a leader in this movement. The MPLS Grassroots
Cafe school lunch program partnered with Hy-Vee Chef Jim Nadeau to present, "Kids
in the Kitchen." This healthy cooking initiative is part of the first lady's "Chefs into
Schools" program. MPLS is one of only two Iowa schools with local chef part ners.
Grassroots Cafe conducted three onehour cooking classes in February where
students learned to prepare an appetizer,
salad with dressing and main dish. The
meals were healthy and tasty, the two
components of the "Chefs into Schools"
program.
Jacque Bilyeu-Holmes, nutrition
outreach coordinator for the Grassroots
Cafe, is leading the program. "This is a
unique program for the students, school
and community," said Bilyeu-Holmes.
"The students learned healthy cooking
skills and gained kitchen experience while
working in a team environment with Chef
Nadeau."
The program concluded with the
students cooking an entire meal for two
guests of their choice. Although this year's
program was only open to sixth-grade
students, Bilyeu-Holmes hopes to see it
spread to other grades in coming years.

5p'Ul1j' 2 011
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Green Iowa AmeriCorps
nationally recognized for
innovation

G

reen Iowa AmeriCorps, a nonprofit housed in
the Univen;ity of Northern Iowa Center for
Energy and Environmental Education, is listed as
one of the most innovative AmeriCorps programs
in "Transforming Communities through Service: A
Collection of 52 of the Most Innovative AmeriCorps
Programs in the United States."
The recent publication, written by the
Innovations in Civic Participation and America's
Service Commissions, recognized successful state
service commission programs chosen from 1,100
State Service Commissions in the nation. Green
Iowa AmeriCorps was featured because of the
program's long-lasting impact.
Green Iowa AmeriCorps provides a
weatherization service at little to no cost. This
energy conservation technique will help the
Neil Rowe caulking window trim.
community for several decades by providing
Windows in older homes rarely have
residents with reduced utility bills and the
insulation in their frames, allowing air
education to become more conscious of energy use. infiltration. Caulking trim can reduce
This will enable Iowans to reduce overall demand for air's ability to get into living space.
power and promote an energy-independent state.
Green Iowa AmeriCorps was also chosen because of its collaborations with other
service programs like AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps in Vinton.
Together, both groups weatherized three Waterloo area shelters for men, women and
troubled youth during Global Youth Service Day.
Green Iowa AmeriCorps is funded through the Iowa Commission on Volunteer
Service, the Iowa Power Fund and the Iowa Office of Energy Ind~pendence.
For more information about Green Iowa AmeriCorps at UNI, visit
www.ceee.uni.edu/ greeniowaamericorps.
Tim Burbage (left)
and Emily Petrzelka
use metallic tape
to seal ductwork.
Contrary to its
name, duct tape
should not be used
on duct joints as it
loses elasticity and
adhesion over time.
AmeriCorps uses
UL-approved HVAC
tape.
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UNI Concert Chorale perform
at Carnegie Hall in New York
he UNI School of Music's Concert Chorale
performed in New York City, N.Y. , in March.
The group was invited to perform the world
premiere of Dr. David Childs' "Festival Te Deum"
on March 20 in the Isaac Stern Auditorium
at Carnegie Hall. In addition to the premiere
work, the Concert Chorale then returned to the
stage to perform a 20-minute set of their own
repertoire for the Carnegie audience.
At the "Today" show showing Panther pride.
The choir, under the direction of
conductor Dyan Meyer, has toured England
to perform with John Alldis; sung the Bach
St. John Passion under the baton of Margaret
Hillis; and toured the Czech Republic, which
produced a CD recording with the Czech
Virtuosi Orchestra. They have performed at
the American Choral Directors Association
national and divisional conventions, and has
Cast members of "Priscilla, Queen of the
performed seven world premiers.
Desert" caught the Panther spirit and held
up a T-shirt for the crowd.
T

Center for Multicultural Education
celebrates 40 years
II The four decades of the CME have
been replete with exciting and
inspiring programs, speakers, workshops
and other activities," said Michael
Blackwell, director of the Center for
Multicultural Education (CME). "As we
enter the fifth decade of its existence,
we realize the work of building cultural
competency and inclusion on campus and
in the surrounding community is not yet
over."
UNI's CME celebrated its 40th
anniversary o Wednesday, Feb. 23.
The CME was establis ed during the
Civil Rig ts Movement as the diversity hub
for the UNI campus nd the community. Its
mission is to foster success in racial and
ethnic minority students; contribute to the
cultural competence of all students; and
promote an appreciation of diversity in the
university community.
In the 1960s, the students of the
Afro-America Society at UNI focused on
5p~ 2011

changing curriculum and places of refuge
and solidarity for students, increasing
minority faculty, and confronting
institutionalized racism on predominately
white campuses.
"It's exciting to be part of the CME as
it celebrates its 40th anniversary," said
Kolby Knupp, graduate assistant at the
CME. "It's amazing to think that the acts
of just a few students back in the late '60s
resulted in what the CME is today. I hope
the next 40 years continue to be successful
at appreciating diversity across campus
and increasing the cultural competence of
the UNI community."
What began as the Ethnic Minorities
and Cultural Educational Center has
undergone many changes over the years,
including changing its name and location
to better serve the UNI community
in support of a renewed and growing
commitment to diversity, one of President
Allen's priorities.
23
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Future scientists receive a boost from
the Roy J. Carver Charitable Trust

A

grant from the Roy J. Carver Charitable Trust helped modernize equipment
used in two biology teaching labs in Mccollum Science Hall. Students studying
the introductory course Cell Structure and Function and the required core
course Genetics now have access to the most up-to-date equipment since the labs
were built 40 years ago. A lot has changed in the study and teaching of biology
during the last four decades.
The Golden Age of Biology is a term often used to describe the advances in
the field over the past 40 years. The field of genetics has recently undergone an
evolution with the advent of molecular techniques. No longer are geneticists limited
to ob~erving traits as they are passed from parents to offspring; the actual genes that
encode these traits can finally be visualized, manipulated and studied at the level of
DNA. This revolution has rippled throughout society and has directly impacted not
only scientists conducting experimental biology but also non-scientists through such
fields as health care, forensics and genetic testing.
"I am excited about the new laboratory experiences that we are designing for
our students," said Theresa Spalding, associate professor, biology. "Biotechnology
continues to improve at an extremely rapid pace, and this new equipment will allow
us to launch our students into their professional life and/or graduate training, having
had a modern experience in genetics."
"Genomics and proteomics were unheard of
40 years ago," said David Saunders, department
head, biology. "The beauty of the Carver
Trust grant is that our students are exposed
to research techniques as freshmen and
sophomores. That is a distinct advantage when
they reach upper-level science classes."
Saunders says the impact of the Carver
Trust grant is broad since more than 500
students attend classes in these two laboratories annually. With modernized
equipment, students have more hands-on time, quicker data acquisition .and easier
manipulation of the data acquired. Thanks to this award, UNI can better educate
future scientists.
Students in
a biology lab
in the '60s
(above).
Utilizing
modern
•technology in
today's biology
lab.
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Planned gift ensures jazz
program will stay in full swing

M

ore than a half century has passed since Phil Snyder,
B.A. '56, graduated from Iowa State Teachers College
(now UNI). He still has fond regards for his alma mater and
recalls his days playing in the jazz band. "We often packed
the Old Aud. It was a thrill to play in the band, but my
first love was arranging and composing for jazz concerts.
The jazz program was one of the first in the country and
was student run."
Snyder says he is proud to be a UNI grad. His studies
prepared him for a long and successful career in music
education. He met his wife, Sachi, while teaching in
California. She taught second- and third-graders in the
same school district. He retired after 47 years of teaching
music to elementary and
middle school students in
California and Illinois.
Last fall, Snyder brought
Sachi to campus for the first
time. They toured the School
of Music and attended the
Annual Scholarship Luncheon.
Sachi and Phil Snyder
"We were so impressed,"
he said. "At the luncheon,
students and donors meeting and eating together, student
speakers, and the entertainment-it was a transforming
moment for us."
The Snyders' visit confirmed that they wanted
to support the university in a lasting way. They have
supported the jazz program for many years and fund
an annual scholarship to recognize outstanding jazz
improvisation. Snyder said, "We don't have children, and
UNI has meant a lot to me. The jazz
program has grown to become one of
the top ranked programs in the nation.
We want to see that continue, so we
created the Phil and Sachi Snyder
Endowed Scholarship in Jazz Studies
t hrough an estate gift."
Thanks to the Snyders' foresight,
t he UNI School of Music's jazz program
will continue in full swing for
generations to come.
e;p ~2011
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Meet the Alumni Association staff

.
Christy Danielsen, B.A. '99
Membership & Communications

Coordinator
5 months with UNI AA
"My favorite UNI memory is sledding
down the UNI-Dome hill with lunch trays
when classes were canceled. And yes, we
returned every tray!"
Bonnie (Haynes) Farland, B.A. '06

Records Clerk, Clerk IV
14 years with UNI AA

,,.

President, UNI Alumni Association
10 years with UNI AA
"My favorite UNI memory is hearing
the carillon bells on my way to class as
a student. Now that I'm in the Alumni
office, I enjoy hearing everyone's
stories of their time at ISTC/SCI/UNI
and helping them reconnect with the
campus, friends and classmates."
Lisa (Armstrong) O'Neill, B.A. '85

"I am a life-long learner. I attended UNI
for 2 years, but left in 1973, married,
worked and raised our family. In fall
2005, 32 years after last attending, I
enrolled in Earth Science night classes to
earn the 8 credit hours needed to finish
my B.A. , graduating in May 2006."

Office Assistant, Clerk IV
3 years with UNI AA

Connie (Cunningham) Hansen,
B.A. '89

Data Specialist
23 years with UNI AA; 29 years at UNI
total

Assistant Director for Outreach and
Engagement
4 1h years with UNI AA; 22 years at UNI
total
"I love that I get the chance to piece
together a wonderful tapestry of UNI
stories and traditions and bring people
together for a common cause, which
makes my job so cool."
Nancy (Watson) Kolpek, B.A. '73

Clerk III
16 years with UNI AA
"I love walking across campus on a
spring day. It brings memories of feeling
that sense of community, of always
being a part of something I can be proud
of."
26

Amy Mohr, B.A. '99

"The best part about working with UNI
alums is the history they share and their
unconditional generosity. They give back
to the university in so many ways!"
Patty Smith

"I am happy to have been employed here
for so long! My favorite memory is the
1938 Golden Reunion, which is the first
one I helped with."
T.C. (The Cat)

UNJ's official mascot
54 years as UNJ's mascot
"Being the official mascot for UNI is
amazing. I have the opportunity to
represent UNI to current students,
alumni and friends of the university on
a daily basis. I love being able to spread
the passion and pride of UNI. Nothing is
better than getting a hug from a Panther
fan!"
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19305
'3 9 Vera (Stutsman) Smith, BA,
Malvern, has written a column
in the Malvern Leader newspaper
without missing a week for 34
years. Iowa State Press published
her book "Grannies Have More
Fun," named after her column,
in 1993. She is 94 years old and
belongs to six bridge clubs.

19405
'40 Duncan Lampman, BA, is
playing clarinet in two bands
the John A. Logan College '
Community Band and a small
German band which plays about
once a month in the Senior Center
in Carbondale, IL. He lives in
Carterville, IL.
'47 Valara (Maiden) Minear,
BA, joined the Seattle Children's
H?spital Guild. She enjoys helping
with the local unit's fundraising
for the organization. She lives in
Manchester, WA.
'48 Janet (Payne) Boice, 2-yr
Cert., BA '52 , taught in Vinton ,
Cedar Rapids, and Tucson, AZ. She
is still active and trying to find
time to write memoirs. She lives
in Tucson, AZ.
'48 Warren Smith, BA, has
finished "Celebrities in Hell," a
2nd edition of his 4th book since
reaching 80. All are e-books for
iPads as well as paperbacks. He
lives in New York, NY.
'49 Dorothy (McCarthy) Price,
BA, earned her MA from TCU
in 1971. After teaching 2 years
in Iowa, 1 year in Missouri, 2
years in Illinois, and 30 years in
Fort Worth, TX as a teacher and
administrator, she retired in 1997.

19505
'50 Patricia (DeKoster)
Echelberger, BA, Grand Prairie,
TX, remains active in retirement
and is in her 43rd year as a Girl
Scout leader. She taught swimming
for 26 years. She is involved in
her church and with her teenage
granddaughters. Her love of travel
has taken her to 48 states and
Scotland, the Netherlands, Canada,
Mexico & Belgium.
'50 Margaret (Doty) Robson,
BA, North Palm Beach, FL, enjoys
hearing news of theatre dept.
alumni, and fondly recalls the
post-WWII years at ISTC and
Hazel Strayer & Stanley Wood.
Her passion includes the justice
of giving credit to the real author
of Shakespeare, circumstantial
evidence of which points to the
17th Earl of Oxford.
'51 Billy D. Page, BA, Muskegon,
MI, is a retired educator who
authored "Horse Thief Cave" and
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"Boy Scouts, Bullies & Indian
teaching in 2008 and lives in
Creek," the first two books in the
Corwith.
1t Happened in Marion' series in
2010.
19605
'52 Walter M. Haynes, BA, MA
'60
Marva
(Nygaard)
Bieber,
'58, Cresco, is retired and recently
BA, is retiring after 50 years of
moved to an assisted living
teaching. She is going to greatly
facility following the death of his
miss the profession that she loves.
wife Ruth in Sept. 2010.
'53 Robert Huckins, BA, MA '62 , She lives in Kearney, NE.
'61 Dorothy (Clarksean)
traveled to Washington, D.C. as
Bockenstedt, 2-yr Cert. , is
a member of Honor Flight South
retired and enjoys time with her
Dakota, a complimentary trip to
honor veterans of World War II. He children and grandchildren. She
lives in Cedar Rapids.
lives in Pierre, SD.
'61 William Poston, BA, emeritus
'54 Nancy (Burham) Henry,
professor at Iowa State University,
2-yr Cert., has been retired
has published his 16th book
from middle school teaching for
"School Budgeting in Hard Times:
the past 10 years and is living
Confronting Cutbacks and Critics"
in Oakridge, OR, a small town
(Corwin Press, 2011). He lives in
surrounded by mountains where
Johnston.
she gets to see a lot of wildlife.
'64 George Coffin, BA, and his
'55 Lavonne "Vonny" (Gross)
wife visited Gilbert, AZ, to meet
Cady, BA, resides in Macomb, IL,
their new granddaughter in April
with spouse Darrel Cady, BA '58 ,
2011. They live in Kahoka, MO.
a professor emeritus of history
'64 Lynette (Simester) Doepke,
at Western Illinois University.
BA, has retired from teaching. She
Vonny taught for 23 years and
lives in Denver.
now enjoys visiting children and
'65 Michael J. Pint, BA, is owner
grandchildren and reminiscing
of The Seasons at Maplewood,
with ISTC theatre classmates.
which won the Senior Housing
'55 Shirley Dutton, BA, was
Development/ Redevelopment
inducted into the Wyoming
award from the Minneapolis Health, Physical Education,
Recreation and Dance Hall of Fame St. Paul Business Journal. He
is semi-retired and divides his
in November 2010. She taught in
time between Naples, FL, and
Newton. She lives in Douglas, WY.
Minneapolis.
'55 Shirley (Prichard) Shogren,
2-yr Cert., BA '76 , Belle Plaine, is '66 Kenneth Pfile, BA, retired
from the Michigan Education
retired from elementary teaching.
Association in 2002. He is now
She now does volunteer and
working for Workers Independent
mission work. She spends her
News as union outreach
winters in Florida.
coordinator. He lives with his
'5 7 James Marinis, BA, Calimesa,
wife, Wanda Smith '81 , in Mount
CA, retired in '01. He taught on
Horeb, WI.
Ramey Air Force Base in Puerto
'66 Phyllis Somerville, BA, coRico, in Davenport, and in
stars on the Showtime series "The
San Bernardino, CA. He was a
Big C," with Laura Linney and
principal in San Bernardino and
Oliver Platt. She has won critical
the vice president of the San
acclaim for roles on Broadway and
Bernardo City Unified School
in film . She is proud of her Iowa
Board.
heritage and loves to meet with
'57 Donna (Bonderman)
UNI theatre alumni & students in
Rynasko, BA, retired in 1990
New York.
after 40 years as a first grade
'67 Jean (Gifford) Doran, BA, is
teacher. She lives in Smithfield,
enjoying retirement and time with
VA.
family, especially her grandkids.
'58 Joann (Holden) Boyd, 2-yr
She moved in December 2010 to
Cert., BA '60, is still tutoring
Boone.
kindergarten and elementary
'69 Frances (Hood) Hedeman,
school students in a public school
BA, Dubuque, keeps busy in
in Connecticut. She lives in Avon
retirement as a grant writer for
CT.
'
Dubuque Arboretum & Botanical
'59 Sharon (Dixon) Gourley,
Gardens, fundraising for Finley
2-yr Cert., BA '88 , retired from

Share your news
Have news to share with your alma mater? Class Notes are
compiled from information sent in personally by alumni
or submitted via news release to the Alumni Association
office. To share your news, go to
www.unialum.org/ submit-class-notes
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Alumnus donates historical collection to Rod Library
The library recently received more than 1,200
pieces of the well-known "Pocket Book" series,
one of the first popular paperback series in the
United States, from 1978 UNI alumnus Maurice
"Moe" Wadle, who put the collection together
as a hobby. It includes almost all of the titles
that are available and contains books from
1939 to 1960.
Gerald Peterson, special collections
librarian at Rod Library, says the books include
several different subjects ranging from mysteries, popular pulp fiction, reference books and
classic fine literature. "The series is a great representation of what Americans were buying,
reading and thinking about during those years," said Peterson. "The books are in very
nice condition, especially considering their age and cheap paper composition." According
to Peterson, the books will be useful for faculty and students who are interested in 20th
century U.S. popular culture, commercial art and graphic design.
Hospital, performing with "Kids
on the Block," church activities
& presenting workshop sessions
at the IHSSA Judges Clinic,
and works part-time at an
independent bookstore, River
Lights. Spouse Don Hedeman,
BA '68, is a free-lance flight
instructor.
'69 Lyle Bingaman, BA, Lander,
WY, retired after 30 years of
teaching Industrial Arts & other
vocational courses. During his
career, he was voted "Favorite
Teacher" several times. As
head of Fremont County School
District #1 Vocational Dept., he
was instrumental in setting up
a model vocational exploration
course.
'69 Katie Mulholland, BA, MA
'80, EdD '89, superintendent of
Linn-Mar Comm. School District,
has been appointed to the
Iowa Board of Regents by Gov.
Branstad. She will serve a 6-yr
term from May 1, 2011 through
April 30, 2017.

19705
'70 Steve Gilliam, BA, & spouse
Susan (Sam) Gilliam, both faculty
members at Trinity University
in San Antonio, designed the
2009-10 First Class National Tour
of "Fiddler on the Roof," which
starred Topal, Theodore Bikel &
Harvey Fierstein; a new Fiddler
tour began in October 2010. They
also designed "Oliver" for a Hong
Kong theatre, and returned for
their 17th season at the St. Louis
MUNY. They worked on a project
with Sea World in San Diego in
2010. Steve is looking forward
to retirement from Trinity in a
couple of years.
'70 Edward K. Hoepner,
BA, retired from 721st Civil
Engineering Squadron, Cheyenne
Mts AFB in Feb. '06. A member of
the board of directors for Northern
Churches Care (NCC) since '05, he
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currently serves as chairman. NCC
is a family crisis center providing
assistance for rent, utilities, food,
medical & legal needs in the
Colorado Springs area.
' 70 Bob Saunders, BA, was
honored by the Iowa Association
of Track Coaches as the Boys Track
Official of the Year last year. He
lives in Iowa City.
'71 Lela Irene (Goldberg)
Bowen, BA, Silver Spring, MD,
retired in '08 as deputy chief in
the U.S. Dept. of Justice's Civil
Rights Division, enforcing the
Americans with Disabilities Act.
She is a frequent speaker and
trainer; recently authored a book,
"Renewing the Commitment:
An ADA Guide for Nonprofits,"
released by the Chicago
Community Trust; and has her
own consulting firm, ADA One,
LLC.
' 71 Carolyn (Mandelko) Goold,
BA, retired in the spring of 2010
after 39 years of teaching K-12
art for Boyden-Hull Community
School. She was honored by the
Hull Chamber of Commerce in
2010 as Employee of the Year. She
and her husband live in Hull.
'71 Keith Iverson, BA, retired
after spending 34 years as a
district sales representative with
the former Maytag Company. He
lives in Rockford, IL.
'71 Diana (Wicks) Johnson,

BA, retired from teaching in May
2008 after 32 years. She lives in
Zearing.
'71 Susan (Fowler) Pagel, BA,

retired in June 2010 after 39
years of teaching. She lives in
Waterloo.
'72 Linda (Kester) Jones, BA,
will retire in spring 2011 . She
lives in Burlington.
'72 Peg Wherry, BA, is director
of online and distance learning
at Montana State University. She
lives in Bozeman, MT.
'73 Roger Lasley, BA, Northfield,

MN, has released eight
instrumental guitar CDs since
2001. He was featured in a sixpage article in Flatp c ·ng Guitar
Magazine, spotlighting his 2009
CD "Flatpick Vacation." He is
currently registrar at Carleton
College and has been working in
higher education since 1980.
'73 Carol Sorenson, BA, retired
May 31, 2010, after 37 years in
education. She served at Titonka,
the University of Iowa, Waukee
and Southeast Polk. She lives in
Pleasant Hill.
'7 3 Donald Stille, BA, is still
farming and running his contract
business. He lives in Nashua.
'7 4 David Adland, BA, shares
that Adland Engraving and
Screen Print Co. recently became
a Budget Truck Rental dealer. He
lives in Marshalltown.
'74 John Bates, BA, president of
Barnes Building Materials in Cedar
Falls, was recently honored as
Lumber Dealer of the Year at the
Iowa Dealers Association's annual
convention.
' 74 Layna Bentley, BA, has
taught interior design at Metro
Community College for more than
10 years. She lives in Omaha, NE.
'7 4 Rita (Didio) Bevard, BA,
MA '77, retired from Fulton
Public Schools in May 2011 as an
elementary librarian. She lives in
Fulton, MO.
'74 Robert Good, BA, received
the 2010 Physician Excellen~e
Award at Carle Physician Group
in Urbana, IL. He is an internist
and medical director for the Carle
Foundation Physicians in Mattoon,
IL, and lives in Charleston, IL.
'7 4 Richard Linn, BA, a DVM,
is active in Christian Veterinary
Mission and has traveled to India
three times for development
projects. He lives in Ozark, MO.
'75 G. Dean Austin, MA, retired
as bureau chief of Administration,
Regulation & Licensure, IA Dept.
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of Public Health, Division of
of Directors. He is store director
Behavioral Health after 31 years
at Hy-Vee on Collins Road NE in
in state government. He serves
Cedar Rapids.
.
on the board of directors for
79 Thomas Riter, BA, continues
Community Choice Credit Union
to work as associate farm director
in Johnston and was recently
at WNAX Radio in Yankton, SD.
appointed to the Utilities
Committee, a citizen board
19805
in Waukee. He continues his
'80
Maureen
(Hilbrands)
involvement with t he Central Iowa
Schmidt, BA, retire? in Augu_s t
Chapter & Regional VII Council of
2o1o after 30 years m educat10n.
Blacks in Government.
She and her husband moved to
,75 Randy Hefner, BA, Adel, ~as
Harrah, OK, to be closer to their
appointed by Gov. Chet Culver m
Dec. 2010, and sworn in as district children and grandchildren.
court judge for Judicial District 5A '81 Rick Day, BA, has been
named national director of
during an investiture ceremony
accounting for McGladrey &
on Jan. 27 at the Dallas County
Pullen, LLP.
Courthouse in Adel. He has had
'81 Sue (Joseph) Mattison, BA,
a private legal practice in Adel
MA '87, is the new director of
since his graduation from Drake
the School of Health, Physical
University Law School.
,76 Rowena (Wilkening) Noring, Education & Leisure Services in
the College of Education at the
BA, is a project manager with
University of Northern Iowa.
MetLife and resides in Johnston.
'81 Doris (Burkle) Peregoy,
She and spouse Vaughn Noring,
BA, started a new job as
BA '7 6, have two children, Katie,
administrative assistant to the
BA '02 & Tim, BA '06.
'76 Will Smith, BA, is coordinator district attorney for Harnett and
Lee counties in North Carolina.
of career services at The Ohio
She lives in Lillington, NC.
State University regional campus
'83 Rick Fleener, BA, recently
in Marion, OH. He is involved
became vice president/ managing
in community theatre and sits
partner of Iowa Insurance
on the board of directors for
Consultants, Ltd. He lives in
the Palace Theatre in Marion.
Ankeny.
.
Although theatre is not offered
'84 John Cacciatore, BA, policy
at the Marion campus, he has
and political consultant with
helped provide students with an
PolicyWorks in Des Moines,
acting outlet and helped promote
was named a Top 100 Political
the arts.
Influencers in Iowa by Campaigns
'77 Thomas Jones, BA, will
and Elections magazine, a national
retire in spring 2011. He lives in
publication for policymakers and
Burlington.
political professionals.
'77 Patricia (Gard) Woodle, BA,
'84 Mark R. Moore, BA,
an elementary resource teacher
Burlington, recently record7d a
for the Storm Lake Community
live jazz CD "Mark Moore With
School District, will retire at the
end of 2010-11. She lives in Storm Friends Aboard featuring Susie
Miget," with Bob Dunn, guitar,
Lake.
Susie Miget, bass & piano, John
'78 Evelyn M. (Findley)
Kizilarmut, drums & Andrea
Duesbury, BA, MBA '84, wrote
Graves, flute. Recorded at the
"The Counselor's Guide for
Mediapolis Community Theatre,.
Facilitating the Interpretation of
the CD was reviewed in Jazz Inside
Dreams," published by Routledge
magazine and submitted for a
in Nov. 2010. She resides in
Grammy nomination in 2011.
Platteville, WI.
'85 Nancy Shannon, MA, retired
'78 Richard (Rick) Hofmeyer,
from North High School in
BA, MA '04, Fayette, will retire
Davenport in June 2010. She lives
in June 2011 after teaching
in Long Grove.
chemistry & physics for 33 years,
'86 F. Austin Jones, BA,
most recently at North Fayette
H.S. He was named Assistant Girls completed a full-length triathlon
in Sandusky, OH, in September
Basketball Coach of the Year by
2010. He lives in Grinnell.
the Iowa Girls Basketball Coaches
'86 Julie Kraft, BA, Robins, is a
Association.
consultant with Frank N. Magid
'79 James Klipping, BA,
Associates in Marion, which
retired Sept. '09, after 36
works with television stations and
years at John Deere, Waterloo ..
networks worldwide. She works
Positions included manufacturing
with Television New Zealand,
engineering and time & motion
helping guide them as they
study. He is now enjoying
provided nonstop coverage of the
automobile restoration and
maintaining his acreage near Dike. Feb. 2011 earthquake.
'86 Tammi (Rau) Mether, BA,
'79 James A. Lingo, BA, was
and husband adopted Jeremiah,
elected to the 2011 Hy-Vee Board
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age 4, adding to their family of
five other adopted children. They
live in Moorhead.
'86 Steve Mitchell, BA, is in his
lOth year as a superintendent in
Iowa, currently at Melcher-Dallas
Schools. He married Angie Steffen
in 1988, and they have three
children: Evan, Morgan & Alex. He
earned his MA in '91 and a private
pilot license in '08.
'87 Suzanne Bullen-Starbeck,
BA, Cedar Falls, has worked
at Allen Hospital in Waterloo
for more than 20 years and is
currently the coordinator of
family centered education ~t
Allen Birthing Center. She 1s also
an adjunct instructor at UNI in
HPELS.
'87 Melissa (Fingalsen)
Johnson, BA, is a claims
specialist at EMC Risk _se~ces in
Des Moines. She lives m Gnnnell.
'87 Todd Meyer, BA '90, is now
the superintendent of Jackson
County Central School District. He
lives in Jackson, MN.
'87 Lisa Pfiffner Eaton, BM,
recently moved to Oregon, _IL,
and is working on her MA m
Educational Admin. at Northern
Illinois University. She was on
the workshop team presenting
"Contest Tips for Success" at
the IL State Music Educators
Association conference in Peoria,
IL in Jan. 2011.
'87 Thomas Rupp, BA, has been
human resources manager at
Maurices Distribution Center in
Johnston since 2009. He lives in
Ankeny.
'87 Anne M. Sullivan, BA, was
selected by the AEA 267 board as
the new asst. chief administrator/
dir. of personnel in April 2010.
Prior to taking the position, she
was assoc. clinical professor at
the University of Iowa. She also
served as assoc. superintendent
at Ankeny and superintendent at
Norwalk Community Schools.
'88 Julie Shepard, BA, is the
executive director of the Iowa
Behavioral Health Association.
She lives in West Des Moines.
'88 Scott Eltjes, BA, currently
serves as CEO & president for BTC
Capital, an affiliate of Bankers
Trust, and was recently named
supervisor, wealth management,
for the Bankers Trust Wealth
Management Division. Eltjes &
family live in Norwalk.
'88 Mark Walters, BA, will be
singing with Opera Naples in . "
"Carmen," with Opera Tampa m. A
Night of Stars" and will appear m
concert with the Richard Tucker
Music Foundation. He will also be
heard in the cast recording and
world premiere of "Rappahannock
County" by American composer
Ricky Ian Gordan and the U.S.
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premier of "Rockland" by Finnish
composer Jukka Linkola. He lives
in Jacksonville, NC.

'89 Wendy (Bell) Schutte,
BA, has been with Upper Iowa
University-Prairie Center in Prairie
du Chien, WI, for 10 1/ 2 years as
administrative assistant. She lives
in Harpers Ferry.

19905
'91 Rodney Zehr, BA, MA '02, is
now a math instructor at NIACC
in Mason City, including teaching
classes in the NIACC Mastery Math
program.
'92 Matthew Anderson, BA,
is the vice president-asset
management for Knapp Properties,
Inc. He lives in Des Moines.
'93 Anthony ('1'.ony) Rogers,
BA, Waukee, was named one of
2011 "Forty under 40" by the DM
Area Business Record, recognizing
up-and-coming business and
community leaders. Rogers is CFO
of R & R Realty Group in West Des
Moines.
'94 Matthew Cook Anderson,
BA, of Elizabeth, NJ, is creative
director for Ex Machina Design
& Marketing. In 2001 he was
awarded an Emmy for Production
Design for "Good Grief, Charlie
Brown - A Tribute to Charles
Schulz" which aired in 2000.
'95 Mary (Hoelz) Gordy, BA, is
assistant director of admissions at
CollegeAmerica in Denver, CO.
'96 Tom Rastrelli, BA, currently
pursuing a writing career in the
Los Angeles area, will finish his
Master of Professional Writing in
May '11 at USC, where he runs
the USC MPW Student-Faculty
Reading Series. In 2010, his
screenplay "UNTOUCHED EARTH"
was honored in the USC Writing
for Stage & Screen Contest and
was staged & workshopped by a
working Hollywood director with
professional actors. His nonfiction writing was recognized
with a scholarship to the New
York Summer Writers Workshop in
July 2010.
'96 Ryan Wedemeyer, BA,
Johnston, was named one of 2011
"Forty under 40" by the DM Area
Business Record, recognizing
up-and-coming business and
community leaders. He is a loan
officer with West Bank.
'97 Todd A. Millang, BA, senior
VP with CB Richard Ellis/ Hubbell
Commercial, received the "2010
Deal of the Year" Industry Impact
Award and was named Broker of
the Year by the Iowa Commercial
Real Estate Association during the
ICREA Expo held 9/28/ 2010 in
West Des Moines. Millang resides
in Urbandale.

'98 Tina (Kneisel) Bakehouse,
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BA, BA '01, of Hastings, is
in her fourth year teaching
Communication Studies at
Creighton University and supports
the arts in her community in
a variety of ways, including
as a 4-year board member of
Southwest Iowa Community
Theatre where she has also
performed, assisting with
"Malvern Iowa's Haunted House:
The Gateway of Chaos" for the
past 2 years, and with Friends of
the Malvern Public Library.
'98 Andrew McDowell, BA, works
as an agribusiness underwriter for
Nationwide Agribusiness in Des
Moines. He ran for the Iowa House
of Representatives in November
2010. He lives in West Des Moines.
'98 Teresa Petersen, BA, in her
fifth year with Fischer Dacks
Associates theatrical consulting
firm in NYC, brought 10 years
experience in technical theatre,
rigging systems design & CAD
drafting to the firm. She is
currently working on new
motorized rigging systems & stage
lifts for FDA's Zaryadye project in
Moscow & the Marina Bay Sands
Casino theatres in Singapore; as
well as the renovation of Alice
Tully Hall and The Juilliard School
at Lincoln Center in NY; onboard
theatres on 2 cruise ship lines;
and other projects in Spain &
South Korea.
'99 Christina Danielsen, BA,
is now the membership and
communications coordinator for
the UNI Alumni Association. She
lives in Waterloo.
'99 Doug Kilburg, BA, MA '03,
is a statistician with the USDA
National Agricultural Statistics
Service in Washington, D.C.
'99 Ryan Koster, BA, is an IT
project manager with Deere &
Company. He and his wife Lisa are
active in their church. They live
in LeClaire.
'99 Jason Lau, BA, MA '02,
Cedar Falls, is CEO & co-founder
of Global Competency Consulting
LLC, and recently earned his PhD
in education policy & leadership
studies from the University of
Iowa.
'99 Matt Loecke, BA, started I/C
Growth Partners, a consulting firm
based in Ames. He lives in Ames.
'99 Beth (Berns) Wadsley, BA,
has been promoted to corporate
director of human resources for
the Lutheran Home. She lives in
Belle Plaine, MN.
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H.S., directs/ writes summer
children's shows at Brucemore
Historical Mansion, and teaches
summer children's theatre camps
for Theatre Cedar Rapids. Jessica
is the volunteer coordinator
with Meals-on-Wheels, works
as the AD/ SM for Joe's summer
shows and continues to take on
occasional acting roles, most
recently in "Proof" at Theatre
Cedar Rapids.
'00 Jenny Nutting Ketchen, BA,
Iowa City, is resident costume
designer & shop supervisor for
Cornell College's Dept. of Theatre,
and designs most summers for the
Iowa Summer Repertory Theater
(U of Iowa). Projects for 2010-11
include "Who's Afraid of Virginia
Woolf?" & "Blithe Spirit" for the
Old Creamery Theatre; "Electra" &
"Pirates of Penzance" for Cornell
Lyric Theater; & "All My Sons" at
Riverside Theatre. She and spouse

Craig Ketchen, BA '96, BA '00,
are parents of Amelia, born Nov.
2009.
'00 Eric Rushton, BA, started an
architectural sheet metal company
called Rushton Sheet Metal based
out of Iowa City in 2008. He lives
in Waterloo.

'00 Amy (Johnson) Schaefer,
BA, is a human resources
specialist at Riverside Casino &
Golf Resort, and is still active in
theatre and the arts. She resides
in Mount Pleasant with her
husband and their son.
'01 Jennifer (Waldschmitt)
Hubbard, BA, recently became
the director of human resources
for the city of Urbandale. She
lives in Ankeny.
'01 Megan (Jennings) Ruble,
BA, Ankeny, was named one of
2011 "Forty under 40" by the DM
Area Business Record, recognizing
up-and-coming business and
community leaders. She is a senior
account manager at Wellmark Blue
Cross-Blue Shield in Des Moines.
'01 Clare {Storkamp) Thornley,
BA, was awarded her PhD in
historical musicology from New
York University in Dec. 2010,
and teaches music appreciation
at National American University
(Brooklyn Center, MN). She resides
in Burnsville, MN with spouse Paul
and their 2-year-old son Vfocent.

'02 Heather {Rudd) Erickson,
BA, and spouse Nate, of Denver,
IA, are parents of 1-year-old
Ethan. Heather is a stay-at-home
mom, and Nate works for John
Deere.

'02 Ariana Houge-Liebsch, BA,

'00 Joe & '00 Jessica {Reeves)
Link, BA, reside in Cedar
Rapids with daughter Sophie (b.
10/2008). Joe is in his tenth year
teaching theatre at Jefferson

is an associate veterinarian at
North Heights Veterinary Clinic,
and lives in Hortonville, WI.
'02 Austin Kness, BA, received
the Douglas Burke Memorial
Award at the Metropolitan Opera
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UNI well represented on 2011 OM
Business Record's "Forty Under 40"

Connection (YPC) of Des Moines in
recognition of civic involvement,
charitable giving, social activity
& professional development. He
Five UNI alumni were selected by the Des Moines Business
resides in Urbandale.
Record as honorees for the annual "Forty Under 40" award
'05 Kyle D. Jepsen, BA, is a
in March 2011. They include: Anthony Rogers, BA '93; Ryan
chiropractor with Health Source
Wedemeyer, BA '96; Megan Ruble, BA '01; Rick Breuss III,
of Plymouth, MN, and resides in
BA '03; and Justin Lossner, BA '04. According to the DM
Rogers, MN.
Business Record, "the young honorees have put together
'05 Tyler Johnson, BA, is the
remarkable resumes, filled with professional success and
group ticket account executive
for the Denver Nuggets. He lives
civic contributions, and we're proud to recognize their
in Denver.
achievements."
'06 Ben Kass, BA, is currently
L---- - - - - - - - - - - , - - - - - - - - - - - - - - l performing in the sketch review
"Six Degrees of Desperation" at
National Council auditions for
'04 Boe Hodnefield, BM, MM
Second City in Chicago. He is a
the Iowa District held 1/8/ 11 in
'06, Sioux City, is dir. of choral
member of the 4-rnan irnprov team
Ames. Kness, a baritone, resides in activities at Sioux City West H.S.,
Michael Pizza, which was named
San Francisco.
including the Varsity Women's
2010's Best New Irnprov Ensemble
'02 Leslie (Harting) Nixon, BA,
Choir, Mixed Choir, top Chamber
by Chicago Magazine. He has done
has been promoted to private
Choir & co-directs the Freshman
banking officer with MidWestOne
Mixed Chorus. He is also in charge voice-overs for a national radio
Bank. She lives in Cedar Falls.
of the top Vocal Jazz Choir, which ad and a regions TV commercial.
and played the supporting role of
'03 Rick Breuss III, BA, of West
for years has earned multiple
Stavros in a SAG independent film
Des Moines, became president of
recognitions for outstanding
"One Small Hitch" which finished
Iowa Hospice in 2010, and was
ensemble and soloists nationally,
shooting in Nov. 2010.
named one of 2011 "Forty under
regionally & statewide, including
'06 Justin Woodlief, BA, is in
40" by the DM area Business
back-to-back appearances at
his second year at UNC Medical
Record. Iowa Hospice, servicing
the Best of Iowa Vocal Jazz
School. He lives in Durham, NC.
90/ 99 counties is the state's
Championships.
'06 Kaitlin (Stimpson) Woodlief,
largest hospice. He is finishing his '04 Jeff P. Johnson, BA, played
MBA in leadership from William
the role of Iago in "Othello" at the BS, is at Duke University working
on her PhD in genetics. She lives
Penn University.
Paul Robeson Theatre, Brooklyn,
in Durham, NC.
'03 Britne (Haskin) Dietz, BA,
NY, in Jan. 2011, produced in
'0 7 Dena Coleman, BA, Cedar
is an underwriter for Principal
association with the Urban
Falls, started a new job at
Financial Group and resides in
Theatrical Players.
Pathways Behavioral Services,
West Des Moines.
'04 Justin Lossner, BA,
Waterloo, in Oct. 2010. As a
'03 Alicia Rokusek, BA, is an
Urbandale, was named one of
community prevention educator
IT integrator for John Deere in
2011 "Forty under 40" by the DM
Ankeny.
Area Business Record, recognizing in the area of alcohol. drugs
& tobacco, she helps provide
'03 Kristin (Willis) Schmitt, BA, up-and-corning business and
prevention services in Black
is on staff with Every Ethne. She
community leaders. Lessner is
Hawk, Bremer, Buchanan, Butler,
lives in Atlanta, GA.
with R & R Reality Marketing
Chickasaw and Grundy counties.
'03 Joshua Van Kley, BA, was
Group in West Des Moines.
'07 Maura Hashman, BA, of
promoted to sales operations
'04 Katie Sue Nicklos, BA,
NYC, auditioned for a University/
manager for Carnbrex
Astoria, NY, is business manager
Resident Theatre Association in
Pharmaceuticals in Charles City.
for the professional costume
Jan. 2011, and is working with
'04 Jeff Berckes, BA, Des Moines, studio Timberlake Studios, Inc.,
a developing unnamed theatre
was on campus 10/19/10 to
where they're working on the
company to put on a series
explain a draft plan to clean up
25th anniversary tour of "Les
of one-acts & 10-rninute play
Dry Run Creek in Cedar Falls,
Miserables," NYCO's "Intermezzo
festivals.
aimed at reducing urban storm
Revival." Lincoln Center's "Free
'07 Jenna (Uthoff) Rokes, BA
water runoff to promote aquatic
Man of Color" & Broadway's
& Matt Rokes, BA, '08, recently
insects in the stream. Jeff is TMDL "Merchant of Venice." They also
program coordinator in watershed do the Macy's parade and work for bought their first home in
Leclaire, IA.
improvement for the Iowa DNR.
other dance companies/ theatres.
'07 Kevin R. Sullivan, BA, is a
'04 Sara (Hawker)
'04 Lisa Parsons, BA, is now the
full-time subscriber services rep
Breckenfelder, BA, is now
administrative assistant at the
for the Manhattan Theatre Club,
an administrative assistant
Greater Cedar Valley Alliance. She
and part-time house manager &
at Regional Medical Center in
lives in Waterloo.
Manchester.
'04 Jess White, BA, is a pre-press box office asst. with the Classic
Stage Company. He resides in
'04 Casey Dietz, BA, is an
manager at Scholastic Publishing,
Astoria, NY.
analyst, marketing, with Wells
and is investigating graduate
'08 Tabatha Cruz, BA, is
Fargo Horne Mortgage. He resides
school in art therapy in the NYC
working at UNI at the Center for
in West Des Moines.
area.
Multicultural Education as of
'04 Eugenia Fumeaux-Arends,
'05 Tyler D. Dingel, BA, senior
7/ 1/ 2010.
BA, has recently been hired as the associate with DB Richard
'08 Andrea (Jirak) Dietzenbach,
scenic & prop designer for "Joseph Ellis/Hubbell Commercial. was
and the Amazing Technicolor
recognized at the Iowa Commercial BA, a Des Moines University
grad, is now a physician assistant
Dream Coat" at the Olney Theatre
Real Estate Association Expo in
in Olney, MD, and served as
Sept. 2010 as Broker of the Year & at Regional Health Services of
Howard County's Cresco Medical
production mgr for Rattlestick
Deal of the Year. He also received
Clinic. She and spouse Eric
Playwright's Theatre production of the 2010 Arny Jennings Young
Dietzenbach, 'O7, reside in St.
"underneathrnybed" in fall 2010
Professional of the Year award
Lucas.
in NYC.
from the Young Professionals
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'08 Kathleen Klier, BA, of Des
Moines, will marry Joshua E. Close
on May 7th, 2011 in Des Moines.
'08 Amanda Meng, BA,
is working at MSI Systems
Integrators as an HP solutions
sales specialist. She lives in West
Des Moines.
'08 Andy Shaw, BA, became
head flyman/ rigger for a
2-year national tour of "The
Drowsy Chaperone" a week
after graduating from UNI. He
spent summer 2010 as overhire
carpenter/welder at a college
summer stock in Moorhead, MN.
He is currently on the road as
head flyman/rigger on the new
national tour of "A Chorus Line."
'08 Derek M. Thomas, BS,
completed his MS in chemistry
at University of Iowa, and is
currently a research assistant
in biophysics at Integrated DNA
Technologies, Coralville. He and
spouse, Jessica (Vandonselaar)
Thomas, are parents of Peyton, b.
3/27/2009, and reside in Cedar
Rapids.
'08 Brett Urnthun, BM, is now
associate music director at
Marshalltown High School. He
lives in Toledo.
'08 Joel Waggoner, BA, earned
his MFA in musical theatre writing
in 2010 from Tisch School of the
Arts in NYC. He returns to UNI in
spring 2011 to teach a Musical
Theatre History course and serve
as music director for t he t heatre
dept. spring musical, "Urinetown:
the Musical."
'09 Erin Judkins, BA, is the
territory sales representative for
W.W. Grainger, Inc. in St. Paul,
MN.
'09 Renee Rapier, BM, winner of
the Martha-Ellen Tye Career Dev.
Award at the Metropolitan Opera
National Council auditions for the
Iowa District held Jan. 2011 in
Ames, was one of three singers
to advance to the Upper Midwest
Regional competition in St. Paul,
MN, in February where she placed
first. She traveled to NYC for the
semi-finals in March, from which
10 singers advanced to the Grand
Finals Concert.
'09 Kyle Rehnstrorn, BA, is an
accountant for Campbell, Higgins,
and Mummert, P.C. He lives in
Spencer.
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' 10 Libby Abbas, BA, received

a full-tuition scholarship to Des
Moines University College of
Osteopathic Medicine through
the Rural Medicine Educational
Pathway, a program that prepares
students to work in rural,
underserved areas in Iowa.
'10 Andrew Bergstrom, BA, is
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the current manager of the Auto
Value Parts Store. He lives in
Glenwood.
'10 Kathryn Heiar, BA, has
joined the Meyocks Group as a
media coordinator. She lives in
West Des Moines.
'10 Kelsey Jeratowski, BA,
works for Streck, Inc. She has
been promoted to regional sales
representative on the hematology
team. She lives in Sioux City.
'10 Molly (Steffen) Juza, BA,
teaches Spanish at Waterloo
Columbus High School.
'10 Jennifer L. Larsen, BA, of
Moline, IL, will attend dental
school at Southern Illinois
University beginning August
2011.
'10 Elizabeth "Libby" Reindl,
BA, resides in Madison, WI,
where she is working on her MA
occupational therapy at UW Madison.

Marriages
Andrew Bloorncarnp, BS '96,
married Kimberly Brandl.
Steven Jackson, MBA '96,
married Angela Diebold Jackson.
Beth A. Tichy-Golden, BA '99,
married Michael Golden on June
26th, 2010.
Lindsay Rolwes Morley, BA '01,
married Adam Morley.
Chelsea Lechwar Hoffman, BS
'02, married Kevin Hoffman.
Kristin Willis Schmitt, BA '03,
married Kenny Schmitt.
Arny J. McDonald Kaplan, BA
'05, married Austin Kaplan.
Kelsey Turney Cochrane, BA '06,
married Jason Cochrane, BA '06,
in July 2010.
Megan Assenmacher Urnthun,
BM '09, married Brett Urnthun,
BM '08.

Births
Kimberly (Mescall) Williams,
'94, & Eric Williams, Fargo, ND,
son Aidan born 9/ 20/ 2010,
joining brother Collin born
4/28/2007.
Deanna (Stoakes) Watters, BA
'96, & Sean Watters, Des Moines,
daughters Peyton and Kalli born
3/2010.
Denna (Pfeifer) Large, BA '97,
& Mike Large, Ankeny, daughter
Jocelynn Whitney born 2/ 2011.
Matthew Laurich, BA '98,
& Amanda Laurich, Ankeny,
daughter Peyton born 1/14/ 2010.
Tina (Kneisel) Bakehouse, BA
'98, BA '01, & Jon Bakehouse,
Hastings, son Anderson born
3/20/ 2010.
Lisa (Laue) Schmidt, BA '98,
& Michael Schmidt, BA '97,

are the parents of Thomas born
9/27/ 2007, Eric born 10/ 19/ 1999,
& Rachel born 12/ 5/ 1997.
Carrie (Anderson) Boik, BA '99,
& Scott Boik, BA '97, Urbandale,
daughter Emily born 8/2010.
Elizabeth (Koch) Hansen, BA
'99, & Ryan Hansen, Macomb, IL,
son Jacob Allen born 12/ 3/ 2010.
Jessica (Weigel) Loecke, BA
'99, & Matt Loecke, BA '99 ,
Ames, daughter Mae Lauren born
11/ 5/ 2010.
Mali (Schatz) Rushton, BA
'00, & Eric Rushton, BA '00,
Waterloo, daughter Natalie born
1/ 7/ 2011.
Ariana Houge-Liebsch, BA '02 ,
& Daniel Liebsch, Hortonville,
WI, daughter Ellison Ava born
11/ 2010.
Britne (Haskin) Dietz, BA '03,
& Casey Dietz, BA '04, West Des
Moines, are parents.Pf daughter
Camryn Lyn~ born 1/18/2007 &
son Ethan Arthur born 8/ 3/ 2010.
Joshua Van Kley, BA '03, &
Angela (Hinderaker) Van
Kley, BA '02, Waverly, are the
parents of son Max Joshua born
7/ 29/ 2010.
Sara (Hawker) Breckenfelder,
BA '04, & Matt Breckenfelder are
the parents of Evan John born
1/ 15/ 2010.

Deaths
Helen Huss, 2-yr Cert. '36,
BA '40, Anacortes, WA, died
2/ 2/ 2011.
Ida Davis Snyder, 2-yr Cert. '45,
Des Moines, died 1/ 13/ 2011.
Ruth (Potter) Cram, BA '46,
Humboldt, IA, died 11/ 18/ 2010.
William F. Brown, BA '50,
Rockford, IL, died 10/ 18/ 2010.
Jacqueline (Heald) Bunn,
BA '53 , Fort Collins, CO, died
2/ 21/ 2011.
William Broderick, BA '53 , San
Diego, CA, died 2/ 26/2011.
Spencer Pink, BA '59 , Anamosa,
died 1/ 08/ 2011.
Clifford Svoboda, BA '61 , Clive,
died 1/ 6/ 2011.
Kenneth Stevens, BA '61 , Santa
Clarita, CA, died 7/ 11/ 2010.
Kenneth D. Stauffer, MA
'66, Elizabethtown, PA, died
5/ 23/ 2007.
Janet (Hanchett) 8offstot,
MA '72, Hummelstown, PA, died
11/ 22/ 2010.
Donna (Watson) Bell, BA
'73, Sand Springs, OK, died
1/ 19/ 2011.
Daniel Vonnahrne, BA '81 , Des
Moines, died 4/ 4/ 2009.
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Upcoming Events
June
4

UNI Alumni Association Board Meeting

UNI

July
10
17
29

UNI Day at the Kernels
Chicago Cubs Game and Social
UNI Day on RAGBRAI"'

Cedar Rapids
Chicago
Iowa

August
11-21 Iowa State Fair
TBD WineGate III

Des Moines
Des Moines

(

September
3
24

UNI at Iowa State Football
Family Weekend

Ames
UNI

October
7
7-8

UNI Alumni Association Board Meeting
UNI Homecoming

UNI
UNI

,
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Every Friday is Panther Friday!
UNIAA calendar of events and event details at www.unialum.org/ calendar

International Tours
The Alumni Association has partnered with Go Next to offer several international
destination tours each year. Discover some of the world's most exciting destinations
or cruise the seas to the most alluring ports of call. The choice is yours! Looking for
a particular trip and don't see it on our list of offerings? Go Next would be happy to
try to accommodate your needs. Please feel free to contact them at 800-842-9023 and
reference that you are with the University of Northern Iowa. They will do their best
to take care of our loyal Panther travelers!
Upcoming tours
Paris - April 2012 • European Mosaic - June 6, 2012

Norwegian Fjords - August 30, 2012 • Aegean Marvels - Oct 31, 2012

If you want to be added to the mailing list for our tours,
please e-mail info@unialum.org.

University of Northern Iowa
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101 2 W. 23rd Street
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50614
Is this person no longer at
this address? Let us know,
so we can keep them in touch with
their classmates and peers! E-mail
info@unialum.org or call
888-UNI ALUM.

Sabin Hall served as the
first lab school. Above:
aspiring teachers
observe a class. Left:
the kindergarten room.
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